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The  White  House, 
Washington,  August  14,  1961. 
The  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  for  the  consideration  of 
the  Congress  proposed  supplemental  appropriations  for  the  fiscal 
year  1962  in  the  amount  of  $73,200,000  for  the  Departments  of 
Agriculture  and  Health,  Education,  and  Welfare. 

The  details  of  these  proposed  appropriations,  the  necessity  therefor, 
and  the  reasons  for  their  submission  at  this  time  are  set  forth  in  the 
attached  letter  from  the  Director  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Budget,  with 
whose  comments  and  observations  thereon  I concur. 

Respectfully  yours, 


John  F.  Kennedy. 
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Executive  Office  of  the  President, 

Bureau  of  the  Budget, 
Washington,  D.C.,  August  7,  1961. 

The  President, 

The  White  House. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  for  your  consideration 
proposed  supplemental  appropriations  for  the  fiscal  year  1962  in  the 
amount  of  $73,200,000  for  the  Departments  of  Agriculture  and  Health, 
Education,  and  Welfare,  as  follows: 

DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
Civil  Defense 

EMERGENCY  RELOCATION  OF  GRAIN 

For  expenses  necessary  for  storage,  distribution,  and  maintenance  of  grain  for  civil 
defense,  as  authorized  by  subsection  (h)  of  section  201  of  the  Federal  Civil  Defense 
Act  of  1950,  as  amended  (50  U.S.C.,  app.  2281(h)),  $47,200,000,  to  remain  avail- 
able until  expended:  Provided,  That  the  Secretary  is  authorized  to  utilize  the  facilities, 
services,  and  authorities  of  the  Commodity  Credit  Corporation  in  carrying  out  the 
purposes  of  this  appropriation. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH,  EDUCATION,  AND  WELFARE 
Public  Health  Sfrvice 

CIVIL  DEFENSE  MEDICAL  STOCKPILE  ACTIVITIES 

For  expenses  necessary  for  procurement,  storage,  distribution,  and  maintenance  of 
emergency  civil  defense  medical  supplies  and  equipment  authorized  by  section  201  (h) 
of  the  Federal  Civil  Defense  Act  of  1950,  as  amended  (50  V.S.C.,  app.  2281(h)), 
$26,000,000,  to  remain  available  until  expended. 

As  a further  step  in  the  overall  effort  of  the  administration  toward 
strengthening  civil  defense,  the  responsibilities  for  carrying  out  the 
civil  defense  food  and  medical  stockpiling  functions  have  been  dele- 
gated by  the  President  to  the  Secretaries  of  Agriculture  and  Health, 
Education,  and  Welfare,  respectively.  These  supplemental  appro- 
priations will  allow  the  food  and  medical  stockpiling  activities  to  keep 
pace  and  in  balance  with  the  expanded  and  intensified  civil  defense 
program  recently  presented  to  the  Congress  by  the  Secretary  of 
Defense.  Following  the  pattern  set  by  the  recent  amendment  to  the 
Defense  Department’s  budget,  funds  to  carry  out  these  stockpiling 
activities  will  henceforth  be  sought  by  the  responsible  departments, 
rather  than  by  the  Office  of  Civil  and  Defense  Mobilization. 

The  proposed  supplemental  appropriation  of  $47.2  million  for  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  will  provide  for  the  relocation  of  126  mil- 
lion bushels  of  federally  owned  wheat  from  current  storage  sites  to 
areas  where  food  shortages  could  exist  following  attack.  The  stocks 
would  be  relocated  close  to  191  metropolitan  areas  with  a total  esti- 
mated population  of  95  million  and  would  thus  make  available  three- 
fourths  of  a pound  of  wheat  per  person  per  day  over  a 4-month  period. 
This  is  the  first  specific  emergency  food  stockpiling  proposal  which 
has  been  developed  by  the  executive  branch  and,  although  further 
studies  may  indicate  that  additional  food  stockpiling  measures  are 
needed,  this  program  represents  a major  first  step  which  can  be 
accomplished  rapidly. 
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The  Federal  Government  now  has  a $200  million  medical  stockpile 
which  includes  1,900  emergency  hospitals.  The  1962  budget  for  the 
Office  of  Civil  and  Defense  Mobilization  included  funds  for  procuring 
an  additional  1,000  emergency  hospitals  and  related  medical  supplies, 
and  appropriations  included  for  this  purpose  in  the  independent  offices 
appropriation  bill  will  be  transferred  to  the  Department.  This  sup- 
plemental appropriation  of  $26  million  is  needed  to  provide  for  addi- 
tional procurement  of  medical  supplies  sufficient  to  increase  the  opera- 
tional capability  of  the  2,900  emergency  hospitals  from  the  present 
4 days  to  30  days. 

I recommend  that  the  foregoing  proposed  supplemental  appropria- 
tions be  transmitted  to  the  Congress. 

Respectfully  yours, 


David  E.  Bell, 

Director  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Budget. 
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